
REGULAR SESSION -WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023

STATE OF KANSAS

) SS
CITY OF KANSAS CITY)

The Board of Public Utilities of Kansas City, Kansas (aka BPU. We, Us, Our) met in
Regular Session on Wednesday, March 15, 2023 at 6:00 P.M. The following Board Members
were present: Rose Mulvany Henry, President; Thomas Groneman, Vice President; Robert L.
Milan, Secretary; Jeff Bryant, and Mary Gonzales. David Haley attended via Zoom.

Also present: William Johnson, General Manager; Angela Lawson, Deputy Chief
Counsel; Lori Austin, Chief Financial Officer/Chief Administrative Officer; Jeremy Ash,
Interim Chief Operating Officer; Johnetta Hinson, Executive Director Customer Service; Glen
Brendel, Executive Director Electric Production; Darrin MeNew, Acting Executive Director
Electric Operations; Jerin Purtee, Executive Director Electric Supply; David Mehlhaff, Chief
Communications Officer; Dennis Dumovich, Director of Human Resources; Andrew Ferris,
Director Electric Supply Planning; Chris Stewart, Director Civil Engineering; Dustin Miller,
Director of Applications; Durward Johnson, Senior Civil Engineer; and Robert Kamp, IT Project
Manager.

A video of this meeting is on file at the Board of Public Utilities and can be found on the
BPU website, www.bpu.com.

Ms. Mulvany Henry called the Board meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. She welcomed all
that were listening to or viewing the meeting. She informed all that the meeting was being
recorded including video and audio. During the public comment section, those attending in
person, wishing to speak, should use the sign-up sheet at the entry and provide their name and
address. Public comments were limited to five minutes and should be addressed to the Board.
Members of the public who wished to speak to the Board using Zoom needed to use the Raise
Hand feature at the bottom of the application or window to signal that they wish to address the
board during the public comment section. Members of the public connected by phone only,
needed to press *9 to indicate they wished to address the Board in the public comment section.
No confidential information should be shared, including, account information. Staff would not
provide individual account information during an open meeting. As always, the public could
also email or call the BPU with any concerns. Ms. Mulvany Henry introduced herself and the
other Board Members along with the General Manager, and Legal Counsel.

Roll call was taken and all Board Members were present, Mr. Haley via Zoom.

Item #3 — Approval of Agenda

A motion was made to approve the Agenda by Mr. Bryant, seconded by Ms. Gonzales,
and unanimously carried.
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Item #4 — Approval of Regular Session Minutes of March 1. 2023

A motion was made to approve the minutes of the Regular Session of March 1,2023,
by Mr. Bryant, seconded by Mr. Milan, and unanimously carded.

Item #5 — Public Comments

Ms. Susan Stevens, 4018 Silver, Community Conscious Action Network,
commented on her experience with the rising cost of utilities.

Mr. David Smith, 400 Troup Ave., expressed his appreciation regarding the Board’s
efforts regarding community assistance.

Mr. Ty Gorman, 2843 Parkwood Blvd., expressed his thoughts on the Community
Engagement session that he listened to as well as the Weatherization presentation in the Work
Session.

Item #6— Legislative Update — Josh Svaty

Mr. Josh Svaty, Gencur Svaty Public Affairs, reviewed with the Board, various federal
funding opportunities. (See attached PowerPoint.)

Mr. Svaty responded to comments and questions from the Board.

Mr. Svaty explained that COVID aid funds were loosely governed blocks of money. The
upcoming funds, which he reviewed, were all specific pieces of legislation with direct intent and
would have associated rules and regulations structured behind them.

Item #7— General Manager / Staff Reports

i. Customer Bill Presentation: Mr. Andrew Ferris, Director Electric Supply Planning,
walked through the BPU bill. He discussed the layout, and what was included, He also
reiterated that this detailed explanation as well as a video could be found at
www.bpu.com under the Residential tab. (See the attached.)

Mr. Ferris responded to questions and comments from the Board.
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ii. Budge! Transfer — Electric Fi-oduction: Mr. Glen Brendel. Executive Director Electric
Production, explained the need to transfer capital dollars to fund discovery work on
CT4. (See attached PowerPoint.)

Mr. Brendel answered questions from the Board.

A motion was made to approve the Budget Transfer for work on CT4, by Mr.
Groneman, seconded by Mr. Milan, and unanimously carried.

iii. Water Division Update: Mr. Dunvard Johnson, Senior Civil Engineer reviewed with the
Board some upgrades and testing done at the Emergency Interconnect that BPU shared
with WaterOne at I 17th and Parallel. (See attached PowerPoint.)

Mr. Johnson responded to questions and comments from the Board.

iv. Miscellaneous Comnzents: Mr. Johnson informed the Board that on March 23rd, there
would be a meeting with BPU’s utility assistance partners to continue conversations on
what they were facing with the public, answer questions, and talk about how BPU could
assist them as they worked to help the community with utility assistance.

Item #8 — Board Comments

Mr. Groneman thanked everyone that presented. He also reminded everyone that the
APPA Lineworkers Rodeo was going to be held March 31- April 1 at the Agriculture Hall of
Fame.

Mr. Haley thanked staff for the informative reviews and also Mr. Svaty and the
public. He would give an update on the UG Economic Development & Finance Standing
Committee meeting that he had attended at the next Board meeting.

Mr. Milan expressed his thoughts on how the Community Engagement committee
might select the public participants for the committee. He also expressed his thoughts on the
oath of office Board members took when each became a Board member, and the importance of
reading and understanding the BPU ethics policy and the Boards responsibilities.

Ms. Mulvany Henry thanked the presenters from the Work and Regular Sessions. She
renewed her request to have presentations beforehand in order to review them before the
meetings. She also said it would be important to keep tabs on the funds that could potentially
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be utilized by the UG and BPU to benefit this community. She also thanked those who
attended in person and on Zoom.

Mr. Bryant thanked staff for the well planned and well delivered presentations. He
expressed his thoughts on the utility bill presentation, including the additional UG fees on the
bill. He would continue to request such presentations as one more avenue to communicate
with residents.

Ms. Gonzales spoke about visiting with the crews working on a new development in
her area. She thanked Mr. Bryant and Ms. Mulvany Henry, and the input from others, that she
believed would be helpftd in getting the Community Engagement committee off the ground.
She also expressed her appreciation for all of the information presented.

Item #9 — Adjourn

At 8:09 P.M. a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Bryant, seconded by Mr. Milan and
unanimously carried.

ATT . PPRO D:

Secretary PreInt
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Federal 
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Federal Funding

Kansas Infrastructure Opportunities

• Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act - IIJA
• Bipartisan Infrastructure Law- BIL
• Inflation Reduction Act - IRA

Acronym Key:



Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)

• Once-in-a-generation investment in infrastructure



Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)

• $1.2 Trillion Investment in Infrastructure/Economic Growth/Jobs/ 
Communities
• >375 unique programs at over a dozen federal agencies
• >125 new programs across 9 federal agencies representing 25% of spending
• >90 of investments will be delivered by non-federal partners
• ~60% flowing through formula grants
• ~38% of funding contains provisions that allow for expanded federal cost sharing 

arrangements – particularly for rural and disadvantaged communities



Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Overview

$1.2 trillion
Nationwide over 5 years 

60%
Formula Funds

$3.8 billion
For Kansas

40%
Competitive Grants

TBD
For Kansas

Source:  Kansas Infrastructure Hub

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
120+ New Programs180+ 



BIL Formula Funding for Kansas

NOTE: Not all new money & does not include potential discretionary dollars
*Includes state, city & county Source:  Kansas Infrastructure Hub



Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)

• What’s in the IRA:
• Creation of a 15% corporate minimum tax rate
• Prescription drug price reform
• IRS tax enforcement
• Affordable Care Act (ACA) subsidy extension

• And,
• Energy security and climate change investments

• Investment in domestic energy production and manufacturing
• Reduction in carbon emissions by roughly 40 percent by 2030
• Allows tax-exempt entities to claim energy tax credits directly 

(includes municipal utilities)



IRA Energy and Climate Funding
Energy and Climate $386 billion

Clean Electricity Tax Credits $161 billion

Air Pollution, Hazardous Materials, Transportation and 
Infrastructure

$  40 billion

Individual Clean Energy Incentives $  37 billion

Clean Manufacturing Tax Credits $  37 billion

Clean Fuel and Vehicle Tax credits $  36 billion

Conservation, Rural Development, Forestry $  35 billion

Building Efficiency, Electrification, Transmission, Industrial, 
DOE Grants and Loans

$  27 billion

Other Energy and Climate Spending $  14 billion



FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES



FUNDING PATHWAYS



KCBPU Exploring the Following Opportunities

• Preventing Outages and Enhancing Resilience of the Electric Grid (KCC hosting forum this week)
• Energy Efficient Transformer Rebates
• Energy Sector Operational Support for Cyber resilience program
• Brownfield Cleanup Grants (sub-program)
• Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund Grants (sub-program)
• Extended Product System Rebates
• Weatherization Assistance Program
• Energy Efficiency Revolving Loan Fund Capitalization Grant Program
• Brownfield Projects
• Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Grants (Community Charging)
• Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Grants (Corridor Charging)
• National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Formula Program
• Clean School Bus Program



Clean Energy and Power - $74,952,140,781



Resilience -
$37,8667,099,248



What’s In It 
for Kansas?



Kansas Infrastructure Hub
• Kansas’ coordinated approach

• Working to identify best practices from across the nation 
for deploying funds and maximizing Kansas’ funding 
opportunities. 

• State Agency Sub-Cabinet
• Administration
• Agriculture
• Commerce
• Health and Environment
• Transportation
• Kansas Corporation Commission
• Kansas Water Office

• Led by KDOT



Kansas Infrastructure Hub
• Advisory Committee

• Public and Private Sector Partners to Maximize 
Funding to Kansas

• Kansas Infrastructure Summit 
• Wichita July 13-14
• 500 attendees in-person/150 online



Problematic Issues for 
Kansas Communities

• Required matching funds for 
various funding opportunities;

• Registering for grant eligibility 
(Grants.gov);

• Internal capacity to develop and 
submit grant and other funding 
applications; and

• Internal capacity to administer 
grant awards.



Possible State 
Proposal

State Funding
• Matching Grant Funds
• Federal Grant Registration Assistance
• Grant Writing and Administration Support



Utility Organization Partnership



Utility Organization Partnership
• KMU/KMEA/KPP Partnership

• Hired Washington Law Firm
• Amanda Wood, Becker & Poliakoff

• Identify Funding Opportunities 
• Generation/Grid Security & Reliability/EV Infrastructure/ 

Renewables/Water/Broadband/Others

• Conduct Informational Webinars
• Answer Questions
• Serve as Overall Resource for Combined Membership
• Points of Contact:

• KMU – Greg Dumars
• KMEA – Tyson McGreer
• KPP – Brooke Carroll



What Can We Do Now?



PLAN NOW!!!
• Identify Potential Local, Regional, and/or 

Collaborative Projects

• Involve Stakeholders Early

• Identify Grant Writing Capabilities

• Monitor and Track Funding Opportunities
• KMU/KMEA/KPP Partnership
• Relevant Agency Announcements

• Be ready when funding announcement 
are released

• Engage Elected Officials

• Goal:  Maximize Funding for Kansas 



Grant Application Process and 
Timing

Pre-Award Phase (approximately 
4 months)

Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) published on Grants.gov

Grant applications are due 30 to 60 days after the FOA is published

Applications undergo review process (e.g., peer review, financial 
review) for 1-3 months

Award Phase (approximately 1-2 
months)

Funding recommendations become a final funding decision

Grant-making agency sends Notice of Award (NOA) to successful 
grant applicant

Post Award (approximately 1-5 years)

Implementation Phase
Applicant does routine progress and financial reporting for the 
duration of the grant

Grantors conduct audits and monitoring for the duration of the grant

Closeout is the official ending to the grant

Source:  Grants.gov



Is Your Community Ready?
• Register with GRANTS.gov - NOW!

• If registered, new Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) 
requirement as of April 2022

• 36 KMU Members are not currently registered

• Validate entity with SAM.gov
• System for Award Management

• Register with FedConnect.net
• Bridges the gap between government agencies, 

vendors, and grants applicants



















































































Weatherization Assistance Program

• The Weatherization Assistance Program is allocated to state.  

• In Kansas, the Kansas Housing Resources Corporation is the administrator for the program
and it is managed through four regional providers.   

• In FY2023 Kansas will receive $3,259,743 for the program.  

• Weatherization assistance is to income-eligible households to improve energy efficiency, 
therefore lowering utility bills by ensuring households retain heat and air conditioning while 
keeping the elements out.  

• Additional Weatherization Assistance Program information is available at Kansas Housing 
Resource Corporation.

https://kshousingcorp.org/homeowners/weatherization-assistance/
https://kshousingcorp.org/homeowners/weatherization-assistance/


Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP/LIEAP)

In order to qualify, applicants must meet the following 
requirements:

1. An adult living at the address must be personally responsible 
for paying the heating costs incurred at the current residence, 
payable either to the landlord or the fuel vendor.

2. Applicants must demonstrate a recent history of payments 
toward purchase of the primary heating energy.

Benefits Levels Vary According To Certain Factors

• Household income
• Number of persons living at the address
• Type of dwelling
• Type of heating fuel

• The program provides an annual one-time benefit.

• Program has been in existence for over two decades, but
under the BIL\IIJA programs, Kansas receives an additional
$936,883.



LIEAP Requirements
Persons Living at the Address

Maximum Gross
Monthly Income

1 $1,699

2 $2,289

3 $2,879

4 $3,469

5 $4,059

6 $4,649

7 $5,239

8 $5,829

9 $6,419

10 $7,009

11 $7,599

12 $8,189

+1 $590 for each additional person

The combined gross income (before 
deductions) of all persons living at the 
address may not exceed 150% of the 
federal poverty level according to the 
guidelines listed below:



Questions?



A NEW & EASY-TO-READ  
BPU Residential Customer Billing Statement

If you have questions regarding the new billing statement, please contact the  
Customer Service Department at 855-BPU-BILL (855-278-2455) 

BPU  |  1

Graph of all  
BPU and UG charges

Breakdown of 
UG charges

Breakdown of 
BPU charges

Breakdown of 
all taxes and 

fees

Updated Message Center to notify 
you about upcoming events or 

important information

Summary 
of utility bill 

activity

Payment due 
information

Take a look at the back page



A NEW & EASY-TO-READ  
BPU Residential Customer Billing Statement

If you have questions regarding the new billing statement, please contact the  
Customer Service Department at 855-BPU-BILL (855-278-2455) 
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Updated BPU  
definitions and general 

information

Different 
ways to pay 

your BPU bill

Address 
change form

Back of the New Customer Billing Statement



A NEW & EASY-TO-READ  
BPU Residential Customer Billing Statement

If you have questions regarding the new billing statement, please contact the  
Customer Service Department at 855-BPU-BILL (855-278-2455) 
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Electric Use Graph 
(current & historic) 
with temperature 

data

BPU Call 
Center hours

Water Use Graph 
(current & historic) 
with temperature 

data 

Electric  
usage details

Water  
usage details

Additonal 
messages 

for general 
information

Second sheet breakdown of individual charges and usage information

Take a look at the back page

Board of 
Public Utilities 

contact 
information

Itemized  
electric charges

Itemized  
water charges

Details of  
tax charges

Payment 
information



A NEW & EASY-TO-READ  
BPU Residential Customer Billing Statement

If you have questions regarding the new billing statement, please contact the  
Customer Service Department at 855-BPU-BILL (855-278-2455) 
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Breakdown of  
UG charges

Monthly Amount 
which is a percentage 
of gross BPU revenues 

(formerly PILOT)

Message Center 
for important information

Monthly fee to 
provide trash  

and recycle services  
(formerly Trash 

Removal Service)

Itemized Wastewater 
charges (formerly  

Water Pollution 
Abatement)

Monthly fee  
(formerly Stormwater 

Management)

All charges billed by the 
Unified Government (UG)

Updated definitions 
from the UG on  

pass-through charges

UG contact 
information

Breakdown of pass-through charges from the Unified Government of Wyandotte County



CT4 Fuel Nozzles

EP CT4 Fuel Nozzles 2023



Key Topics

• NOx control
• Permit Limits for Similar Machines
• Historical view of NOx Performance
• Brief History of Combustion Problems
• Current Combustion Problems - Debris
• Options
• Potential Impact

EP CT4 Fuel Nozzles 2023



What is DLN

EP Operation_Update 2015 0502_2 by 
Dong Quach



Examples of other DLN permit limits

EPAs RACT/BACT/LAER Clearinghouse data from 2005





CT4 Combustion Problems History

• Fall 2015 – CT4 Combustion Inspection 
• Fall 2017 – Began to see CT4 Emissions problems

• NOx ~ 1ppm higher than normal & Exhaust Temperature 
Spreads ~ 40°F higher than normal

• Fall 2018 – CT4 Fuel Nozzle Refurbishment
• High NOx and Exhaust Temperature Spreads persisted

• Fall 2018 – Notified from GE that a fleet-wide RCA was underway.
• Fall 2019 to 2020 – CT4 Fuel Nozzle Refurbishment

• GE Refurbished Nozzles according to new, corrected shop 
methods that resulted from the RCA.

• Causes of problems above since 2017:
• Primary Fuel Nozzle C-seals Over-crushed
• Primary Fuel Nozzle Metering Orifices Chamfered

EP CT4 Fuel Nozzles 2023



Present CT4 Combustion Problems

• Fall 2022 – High Exhaust Temperatures Spreads, Debris found in 
Primary Nozzles. Examples below:

EP CT4 Fuel Nozzles 2023



Best-effort Fuel Nozzle Cleaning Oniste

EP CT4 Fuel Nozzles 2023

CT4 Combustion Problems

Debris 
Location



CT4 Options for Debris Removal

EP CT4 Fuel Nozzles 2023

• CT4 Shop Fuel Nozzle Cleaning
• Estimates:  

• $500,000
• 11 week outage

• CT4 Purchase New Primary & Secondary Fuel Nozzles
• Future capital request FY 2025/2024 for new Fuel Nozzles
• Investigating option for combustion can modifications to support 

instrumentation upgrade to utilize Auto Tune. (investigating 
benefits with other Auto Tune type DLN users) 

• 52 week lead time



Questions?

EP CT4 Fuel Nozzles 2023



BPU / WaterOne
Emergency Interconnect 

Overview
March 15, 2023 



Objectives:

• Provide answers to: When, Why, What, & How
• Construction work & upgrades
• Discuss testing & the exercise
• Summary & Questions?



30 inch Emergency Interconnect

• Shared Interconnect
• Built 2010 
• 117th St & Parallel Pkwy
• Receive up to 20 MGD to 

Parallel & Central systems
• Monitor & Control from either 

NWTP or locally



Distribution Pressure Zones



Interconnection Schematic



Beginning Excavation



Lid Removal



Before



During   



Installation of 24” Ball Valve



After





Testing Considerations

• Time of year best for BPU & WaterOne
– Demands
– Other project 
– Staffing

• Communication with regulatory authorities
• Customer Considerations
• What flow rate(s) to use
• What is the total volume
• Communication during the testing



Water Samples Collected



Process Data



Two Other Interconnections



Summary Points

• Interconnect testing was successful
• Operators gained experience controlling and 

monitoring
• Coordination and communication were 

successful
• No short term Water Quality concerns



Questions ?
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