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WORK SESSION MINUTES - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023

STATE OF KANSAS )
) SS
CITY OF KANSAS CITY )

The Board of Public Utilities of Kansas City, Kansas (aka BPU, We, Us, Our) met in
Work Session on Wednesday, March 15, 2023 at 5:00 P.M. The following Board Members
were present: Rose Mulvany Henry, President; Thomas Groneman, Vice President; Robert L.
Milan, Secretary; Jeff Bryant, Mary Gonzales. David Haley attended via Zoom.

Also present: William Johnson, General Manager; Angela Lawson, Deputy Chief
Counsel; Lori Austin, Chief Financial Officer/Chief Administrative Officer; Jeremy Ash,
Interim Chief Operating Officer; Jerin Purtee, Executive Director Electric Supply; Glen
Brendel, Executive Director Electric Production; Darrin McNew, Acting Executive Director
Electric Operations; Andrew Ferris, Director Financial Planning; Dennis Dumovich, Director
of Human Resources; Chris Stewart, Director Civil Engineering; Dustin Miller, Director of
Applications; Patrice Townsend, Director Utility Services; Al Garcia, Key Account Utility
Specialist; Carlos Quijas, Development Coordinator; and Robert Kamp, IT Project Manager.

A video of this meeting is on file at the Board of Public Utilities and can be found on
the BPU website, www.bpu.com.

Ms. Mulvany Henry called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.
Roll call was taken, all Board Members were present, Mr. Haley via Zoom.

Item #3 —~Approval of Agenda

A motion was made to approve the Agenda by Mr. Bryant, seconded by Ms. Gonzales,
and unanimously carried.

Ttem #4 —Board Update/GM Update

Mr. Johnson reported on his attendance at the American Public Power Association
(APPA) CEO Roundtable conference. Topics of discussion at the conference included, the
state of US Foreign Affairs, cybersecurity and updates coming in the future, fuel cost concerns
and supply chain issues. Supply chain is not only affecting stock for maintenance, but also new
development.

Ttem #5 2023 Energy Efficiency Program

Ms. Patrice Townsend, Director Utility Services, reviewed the objectives of the

Weatherization Program her and Mr. Carlos Quijas, Development Coordinator, as well as
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Mr. Andrew Ferris, Director Financial Planning, was working on. (See attached PowerPoint.)

Some items discussed during the presentation included:

Clarifying that BPU would not assist in replacements.
The low to medium income range would be from $43,500 - $82,000.

The consideration of, at the onset, only making low income households eligible
for the grants, considering the fact that, initially, there would only be monies to
cover approximately 60 homes.

Regarding other upcoming grants for weatherization; as the State worked on
determining who received funds, it was important that funds were assigned by
need, not population.
o The Kansas Corporation Commission (KCC) would be distributing the
upcoming funds.

The Unified Government (UG) could play a role in this. When making future
applications for block grants, the UG needed to make sure that there were portions
included for utility customers. It was important to remember that customers utility
bills included UG charges as well, and it was necessary for the UG to partner with
BPU in these efforts.

BPU would be meeting with the UG to discuss a joint venture on an upcoming
grant opportunity that the UG could apply for. A proposal would be going before
the Commission on March 27.

Ms. Townsend would present numbers from the previous energy audit program that showed
what the average amount that was given to those who participated and did the recommended
work on their home.

Ms. Townsend would focus on other areas, not just weatherization. They would be looking
at other ways to help our community.

Item #7 — Adjourn

A motion was made to adjourn the Work Session at 5:58 P.M. by Mr. Bryant, seconded
by Mr. Groneman and unanimously carried.
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ATTEST:

Secretary

APPROVED:

President
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REGULAR SESSION -WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023

STATE OF KANSAS )
) SS
CITY OF KANSAS CITY )

The Board of Public Utilities of Kansas City, Kansas (aka BPU, We, Us, Our) met in
Regular Session on Wednesday, March 15, 2023 at 6:00 P.M. The following Board Members
were present: Rose Mulvany Henry, President; Thomas Groneman, Vice President; Robert L.
Milan, Secretary; Jeff Bryant, and Mary Gonzales. David Haley attended via Zoom.

Also present: William Johnson, General Manager; Angela Lawson, Deputy Chief
Counsel; Lori Austin, Chief Financial Officer/Chief Administrative Officer; Jeremy Ash,
Interim Chief Operating Officer; Johnetta Hinson, Executive Director Customer Service; Glen
Brendel, Executive Director Electric Production; Darrin McNew, Acting Executive Director
Electric Operations; Jerin Purtee, Executive Director Electric Supply; David Mehlhaff, Chief
Communications Officer; Dennis Dumovich, Director of Human Resources; Andrew Ferris,
Director Electric Supply Planning; Chris Stewart, Director Civil Engineering; Dustin Miller,
Director of Applications; Durward Johnson, Senior Civil Engineer; and Robert Kamp, IT Project
Manager.

A video of this meeting is on file at the Board of Public Utilities and can be found on the
BPU website, www.bpu.com.

Ms. Mulvany Henry called the Board meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. She welcomed all
that were listening to or viewing the meeting. She informed all that the meeting was being
recorded including video and audio. During the public comment section, those attending in
person, wishing to speak, should use the sign-up sheet at the entry and provide their name and
address. Public comments were limited to five minutes and should be addressed to the Board.
Members of the public who wished to speak to the Board using Zoom needed to use the Raise
Hand feature at the bottom of the application or window to signal that they wish to address the
board during the public comment section. Members of the public connected by phone only,
needed to press *9 to indicate they wished to address the Board in the public comment section.
No confidential information should be shared, including, account information. Staff would not
provide individual account information during an open meeting. As always, the public could
also email or call the BPU with any concerns. Ms. Mulvany Henry introduced herself and the
other Board Members along with the General Manager, and Legal Counsel.

Roll call was taken and all Board Members were present, Mr. Haley via Zoom.

Item #3 — Approval of Agenda

A motion was made to approve the Agenda by Mr. Bryant, seconded by Ms. Gonzales,
and unanimously carried.
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Item #4 — Approval of Regular Session Minutes of March 1, 2023

A motion was made to approve the minutes of the Regular Session of March 1, 2023,
by Mr. Bryant, seconded by Mr. Milan, and unanimously carried.

Item #5 — Public Comments

Ms. Susan Stevens, 4018 Silver, Community Conscious Action Network,
commented on her experience with the rising cost of utilities.

Mr. David Smith, 400 Troup Ave., expressed his appreciation regarding the Board’s
efforts regarding community assistance.

Mr. Ty Gorman, 2843 Parkwood Blvd., expressed his thoughts on the Community
Engagement session that he listened to as well as the Weatherization presentation in the Work
Session.

Item #6— Legislative Update — Josh Svaty

Mr. Josh Svaty, Gencur Svaty Public Affairs, reviewed with the Board, various federal
funding opportunities. (See attached PowerPoint.)

Mr. Svaty responded to comments and questions from the Board.
Mr. Svaty explained that COVID aid funds were loosely governed blocks of money. The
upcoming funds, which he reviewed, were all specific pieces of legislation with direct intent and

would have associated rules and regulations structured behind them.

Item #7— General Manager / Staff Reports

i.  Customer Bill Presentation: Mr. Andrew Ferris, Director Electric Supply Planning,
walked through the BPU bill. He discussed the layout, and what was included, He also
reiterated that this detailed explanation as well as a video could be found at
www.bpu.com under the Residential tab. (See the attached.)

Mr. Ferris responded to questions and comments from the Board.
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ii.  Budget Transfer — Electric Production: Mr. Glen Brendel, Executive Director Electric
Production, explained the need to transfer capital dollars to fund discovery work on
CT4. (See attached PowerPoint.)

Mr. Brendel answered questions from the Board.

A motion was made to approve the Budget Transfer for work on CT4, by Mr.
Groneman, seconded by Mr. Milan, and unanimously carried.

iii.  Water Division Update: Mr. Durward Johnson, Senior Civil Engineer reviewed with the
Board some upgrades and testing done at the Emergency Interconnect that BPU shared
with WaterOne at 117" and Parallel. (See attached PowerPoint.)

Mr. Johnson responded to questions and comments from the Board.

iv.  Miscellaneous Comments: Mr. Johnson informed the Board that on March 23, there
would be a meeting with BPU’s utility assistance partners to continue conversations on
what they were facing with the public, answer questions, and talk about how BPU could
assist them as they worked to help the community with utility assistance.

Item #8 — Board Comments

Mr. Groneman thanked everyone that presented. He also reminded everyone that the
APPA Lineworkers Rodeo was going to be held March 31- April 1 at the Agriculture Hall of
Fame.

Mr. Haley thanked staff for the informative reviews and also Mr. Svaty and the
public. He would give an update on the UG Economic Development & Finance Standing
Committee meeting that he had attended at the next Board meeting.

Mr. Milan expressed his thoughts on how the Community Engagement committee
might select the public participants for the committee. He also expressed his thoughts on the
oath of office Board members took when each became a Board member, and the importance of
reading and understanding the BPU ethics policy and the Boards responsibilities.

Ms. Mulvany Henry thanked the presenters from the Work and Regular Sessions. She
renewed her request to have presentations beforehand in order to review them before the

meetings. She also said it would be important to keep tabs on the funds that could potentially
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be utilized by the UG and BPU to benefit this community. She also thanked those who
attended in person and on Zoom.

Mr. Bryant thanked staff for the well planned and well delivered presentations. He
expressed his thoughts on the utility bill presentation, including the additional UG fees on the
bill. He would continue to request such presentations as one more avenue to communicate
with residents.

Ms. Gonzales spoke about visiting with the crews working on a new development in
her area. She thanked Mr. Bryant and Ms. Mulvany Henry, and the input from others, that she
believed would be helpful in getting the Community Engagement committee off the ground.
She also expressed her appreciation for all of the information presented.

Ttem #9 — Adjourn

At 8:09 P.M. a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Bryant, seconded by Mr. Milan and
unanimously carried.

ATTEST: APPROVED:

Secretary President
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