
Understanding your BPU bill.
A step-by-step guide

IMPORTANT MESSAGES:
From energy saving tips to helpful contact information, 
this section provides quick reference for you each month.

UG CHARGES:
These service fees are only collected by BPU. The money 
actually goes to the Unified Government of Wyandotte 
County (UG). 

• �Stormwater Management is a federal program that  
mandates localities have a stormwater management plan 
in place. This fee is for the administration of that plan.

• �PILOT stands for Payment In Lieu Of Taxes. This charge 
is set by the UG (at a rate between 5 and 15%) and is 
used to fund city operations.

• �Trash Removal Service is just what it says — the cost  
for trash and recycling services. Again, BPU collects  
this charge on behalf of the UG.

• �Water Pollution Abatement is a sewage fee collected  
for the UG.

• �Taxes: all applicable city, state and county taxes. 

ELECTRIC CUSTOMER ACCESS &  
WATER CUSTOMER ACCESS CHARGES:
Provides for recovery of costs incurred in providing 
service to customers. It represents a portion of the cost 
of system access and customer service, including the  
cost of meter reading, bill calculation, postage and 
expenses associated with the basic plant investment 
at each service location, such as meters, transformers, 
service lines, etc.

BPU CHARGES:
Simple. This is the amount you’re being charged this 
month for the electric and water services BPU provides.

QUICK ACCOUNT INFO:
Your account number, name on the account, service 
address and billing date for easy reference and filing. 

BILL SUMMARY:
Simply a line item accounting of 
your BPU, City and Tax charges for 
the current month. You’ll also see 
your previous balance and payment 
information here — an easy way to 
be sure you’re current on your bill!

DETAILED CHARGES:
This section provides additional detail 
on BPU-specific charges on your bill. 
These are NOT additional charges.

ENERGY RATE 
COMPONENT or ERC: 
The Energy Rate Component, or 
ERC, represents the utility’s cost 
of fuel used to generate electricity 
and the cost of power that must be 
purchased on the open market. The 
ERC changes every three months 
and is based on the actual fuel 
and purchased power costs that 
BPU pays. These costs are then 
incorporated into BPU customers’ 
electric bills. The charge is listed 
as a rider on the billing statement, 
separate from electric base rates.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SURCHARGE:
The ESC offsets new capital 
improvement requirements 
resulting from federal, state, and 
local environmental regulations. 
Determined on an annual basis,  
the ESC will only be used to  
recover BPU expenditures for 
environmental projects.


